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The Carbon Copy band averages 50 to 60 weddings a year. That translates into the fact that I have seen everything that works well and does not. If you follow these simple tips you are sure to have the reception you have dreamed about.

{1} Choosing your Date
 When choosing your date be aware of the cardinal rule in Louisiana, “avoid all major sporting events.” If your wedding day is on an L.S.U game day your guest turnout may be low and  those who do attend, like your Uncle Joe, may have a tiny ear piece in his ear and yell out “Go Tigers” during your ceremony!!! {Actually Happened!!!!}

{2} Choosing your Reception Location
There are many great indoor and outdoor facilities in our area to choose from. One really good tip is not to go with a venue based on the size of your expected guest list. No wedding ever gets 100% of their expected turn out. A facility that is too large will make your pictures and videos look as if you did not have a good turn out for your reception. If you want an outdoor event choose only venues that have an indoor or covered contingency plan in case of bad weather. If you are outdoors using tents, consider putting them up one or two days in advance of your event. This will ensure dry ground under the tent. {High heels do not work well in soft moist ground} Also be prepared for Louisiana’s state bird, “ the mosquito”.!!

{3} The Band 

The right band is essential for a great reception. It is truly one of the most important ingredients.  Choose a wedding band and not a “Bar band”. That will ensure you have someone who is used to being and M.C. and able to make all the important announcements as well as coordinate with the photographers and videographers.

A. How to choose the right band for you

First look at only groups who do a “wide” variety of music. You will have all ages present at your event and you want songs from every era. Choose a group that can do the classics 

{Sinatra and Tony Bennett} to today’s top 40. Brides and grooms sometimes get distracted and start to think they should have only music they like. This leaves out your grandparents, parents and all the other guest who may have different taste in music from the bride & groom. This is a celebration for everybody to enjoy and remember.

  Deal only with professional groups that have been together 5 or more years and offers you a contract that not only locks your date up but the band’s also.

  Professional wedding bands book a year in advance, never book one without a contract or you may end up without music at the last minute. If this happens to you, call All Occasion Entertainment at 225-753-9537 and I will find you a professional replacement quickly.

B. Avoid substitution bands

There are many bands that are what we call substitute bands. They may only have 1 or 2 regular members and interchange all of the rest depending on who is available on your date.  The problem is they do not tell you this at booking time. If you hear them and really like their sound it make change before your reception.  If they have a website make sure the

sound clips are from current members and ask for referrals. Check out the band from a reception they have done recently.

C. Mood

Give the band a clear picture of what type of event you are envisioning. Are you wanting a classy/elegant affair with classic music for dancing or perhaps an all out party where everyone dances until his or her feet hurt? Most brides want a combination of both.  
Classy laid back in the beginning and a real party later on.

1. Volume

Some bands think they are putting on a concert and play at full volume. At a wedding, people will be visiting with family and friends and should never need to yell to do so.

Cover this issue with your band.

2. Attire

Make sure you band knows what type of attire you expect. If your wedding is formal, insist on tuxes and tasteful evening gowns. If your bridesmaid’s dresses are long then short dresses, pants or cleavage barring attire is never acceptable for the females in the band.
D. Special songs

 Find out if the band will learn your special song? {Some bands charge extra for this} If you have several special songs find out if the band is willing and has the equipment to play them on C.D. s for you.
Band tip #1   

Let the band know up front that you expect them to return your calls or emails with any questions or instructions you may have in a timely period.  Your day is important and they should treat it that way.

Band tip #2  

Always alert the band if your wedding will be taking place in the same venue as your reception. This will let them know that they need to arrive extra early to set up and sound check before your guest start to arrive.

Band tip #3
Talk with your band & facility if you think there is a possibility that you would want to extend your time.  Find out if it is possible and how much it will cost. It is never a good time to have that conversation during the reception. The band & facility could have other commitments already scheduled.
Band tip #4
When dealing with your band on all the above remember that for a 3 hour reception a band actually may work any where from 2 or 4 hours extra depending on setup and driving time for your reception. It is a good idea to suggest that the band is welcome to get a drink or grab a snack when they take a break. Discuss with the bandleader that you do expect that there will no excessive alcohol drinking allowed.
{4}. The Perfect Room

If at all possible, put the band and the drink bar in the same room. Guest will congregate around this area and if it is in another room it will interrupt the flow of your event. You want the guest to interact near the dance floor so they will join in your money dance, watch your first dance, cake cutting and other formalities.  Never put as many chairs as you have guest. People mingle better when not everyone is sitting.

{5} The Reception

The best tip of all……As soon as you arrive at your reception take ten minutes alone if possible with a little food and drink and your new spouse. Tell your maid of honor or coordinator to have the room ready with your plates upon your arrival. These ten minutes alone gives you time to de-stress for the long celebration ahead. Upon exiting this room have the band announce you for your first dance. Let your band lead you in getting all of the other special dance and formalities taken care of. This is when the magic of your night really begins! Now there is nothing left to worry about but dancing and having fun. Your most treasured photos will be the candid shots of the two of you just enjoying the night and each other. “Now lets go get Married !!!!!!! 

I hope these tips have been helpful.

Thank you & Congratulations on your upcoming wedding, 

Tina Mancuso

Carbon Copy Band

www.carboncopyband.com
Email: ccband@cox.net
 All Occasion Entertainment

Email: talent2000@cox.net










